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Summary: The issues of nationalism, ethnic affiliation and political myths related to them 

continue to represent an inexhaustible sociological, political science and security issue in the 

21st century in the same way as in the previous century. In their complex nature these issues 

appear as topics of many debates and interpretations, but these debates are often ideological 

in their contents. This is also confirmed by the interpretations of the events at the end of 20th 

century when the Balkan part of Europe became an area of the collapse of law and order, the 

creation of new states and alliances, national and religious extremism, ethnic conflicts and 

ethnic cleansing, as well as the incapability of the UN to solve the bloody local conflicts. This 

paper attempts to show the roots of nationalism and national conflicts in the Western Balkan 

political area in the course of the last decade of the last century. At the same time the field of 

analysis is directed towards the functional dimension of political myths and stereotypes in the 

subsequent political consolidation of newly created national identities explained at the 

examples of nationalism and antinationalism within the context of origination of synthetic 

nations at the territory of the former Yugoslavia.  
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